
ALLIE WHITED WINS FIGHT AGAINST CANCER

Allie Whited (ECS 2013) was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma in July 2015. After 

eight rounds of chemotherapy at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, she was 

declared cancer free in October 2015. Just a little more than a year later, Allie ran the 

St. Jude Memphis Half Marathon! Here is her account of this life-changing experience:

After my treatment at St. Jude, I found myself 20 pounds lighter, 
weak, and easily fatigued. Having been an active, healthy individual 

before cancer, this new physical state made 
me feel like I was living in another person’s 
body. I was more motivated to return to 
good health - something I took for granted 
until it was taken away from me. My mom 
encouraged me to start small and agreed to 
do the “Couch to 5k” training program with 
me soon after my treatment ended. While it 
was very challenging to even walk around my 
driveway at first, we were soon running for 
two minutes, five minutes, and then up to 30 
minutes at a time. 

Running a half marathon was always an idea I had in the back of my 
mind, and I decided that it was the perfect goal to strive for. I felt if I 
could run a half marathon only 14 months after chemo, I would have 
really beaten cancer and proven that it had made me stronger than I was 
previously. I signed up in June and started training.

I wanted a buddy to run with, and luckily, Richard Cave (husband to 
ECS middle school drama teacher) agreed to run it with me. I had never 
run long distances before, so building up my mileage was challenging. 
However, it all paid off when race day came.

It was so inspiring to be able to run across St. Jude’s campus just a year 
after my treatment there as a stronger and healthier individual than I 
was before. St. Jude has so positively impacted my life, and mine is just 
one example of the experiences of thousands of St. Jude families. I am 
so grateful for all of the loving people who encouraged me along the way 
- from the hard days during chemo when I could not walk, all the way to 
the finish line of a half marathon.
Allie Whited is now continuing her studies at Mississippi State University and is doing great! 
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JONAS RODRIGUEZ HIRED AS NEW 

VARSITY FOOTBALL COACH

In February, ECS hired Jonas 
Rodriguez as our new Upper School 
head varsity football coach. He 
previously served as associate head 
coach and defensive coordinator at 
The Ensworth School in Nashville 
and brings 13 years of coaching 
experience with nationally ranked 
programs to ECS. During his 
tenure as a defensive coordinator, 
Rodriguez’s teams earned three 
state championships in Tennessee’s 
highest classification of Division II.

ECS HONORS NEW ALUMNI BABIES

ECS recently shipped six baby bibs 
to alumni moms! If you or someone 
you know has had a baby, please 
let us know so that we may honor 
them. Email alumni@ecseagles.com

Allie Whited crosses finish line 
alongside Richard Cave.

HAVE YOU HEARD?



ANNIE QUARLES

Annie Quarles (ECS 2008) was born 
weighing a mere one pound and ten ounces 
after being delivered at 25 weeks with a 
congenital amputation of her left arm. Her 
parents, Robert and Susan, raised her to 

be grateful for life, and she desires to impact the lives of others. Dr. 
Quarles originally set out to be a physician assistant. She attended 
the University of Alabama her first two years of college, and then 
transferred to the University of Memphis to initially pursue a degree in 
biology. She has now completed her Doctorate in Physical Therapy at 
the University of Tennessee Health Science Center. 

ANDREW BLACK 
Andrew Black (ECS 1996) serves as 
assistant professor of English at Murray 
State University. He received his B.A. from 
Mississippi State University, his M.A. from the 
University of Memphis, and his Ph.D. from 

the University of Maryland. He was awarded the 2015 Distinguished 
Honors Program Professor of the Year, as well as the Harman-Ward 
Fellowship, 2012-13. Andy is married to Christine Fall Black.

ASHLI AVIS

Ashli Avis (ECS 1994) was 
drawn to the mission of 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
the Mid-South 10 years ago 
when she started as a volunteer. 

Today she serves as the foundation’s director of wishes, 
overseeing and growing the wishes of children with life-
threatening diseases. Last year, Make-A-Wish granted 
268 wishes to children in the Mid-South, including one 
granted by ECS!

JONATHAN CALLIS

Jonathan Callis (ECS 2003) 
serves as an assistant professor 
of English at Oklahoma Baptist 
University. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from Rhodes College 

and a Ph.D. from Notre Dame. Jonathan and his wife, 
Amy, have two daughters, Evangeline and Juliet, and  
triplet sons, James, Joel, and Liam. He and his family 
attend City Presbyterian in Oklahoma City

BRAD AND ELEANOR LANGSTON

Brad Langston (ECS 2000) is an investment 
analyst at Southpoint Capital, a hedge fund 
in New York. After ECS, Brad went on to 
graduate cum laude from The Wharton 
School of the University of Pennsylvania in 

2004, where he earned a B.S. in Economics. He is married to the 
former Eleanor Ennis, also a 2000 ECS grad. Eleanor is a well-
known figure in the beauty industry and has served as a beauty and 
style expert for The Today Show, Entertainment Tonight, and The 
Insider, as well as The New York Times and Women’s Wear Daily. She acted 
as beauty editor at Cosmopolitan, Self, and Fitness magazines prior to 
founding Paintbox in 2014, a high-design nail studio.  The Langstons 
have lived in New York City for twelve years and have two sons, 
Miles (age 4) and Smith (age 1).

CHRISTINA BARNES

Christina Barnes (ECS 1997) graduated 
from Vanderbilt University in 2001 and now 
serves as the residence manager for Governor 
and First Lady Haslam at the Tennessee 
Governor’s Residence in Nashville.
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Alumni Spotlight
We enjoy spotlighting our wonderful graduates and everything they’ve accomplished. If you or 
someone you know has a story to share, let us know at alumni@ecseagles.com.



UPCOMING EVENTS

DR. PAUL BONICELLI

Dr. Paul J. Bonicelli (ECS 1982), now 
serving as executive vice president of Regent 
University in Virginia Beach, VA, has accepted 
an appointment as a senior adviser with the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies 

(CSIS), one of the world’s preeminent bipartisan international policy 
institutions.

RYAN MCPHAIL

Ryan McPhail (ECS 2002) is in his first 
season as equipment manager for the 
Memphis men’s basketball program, handling 
apparel and footwear of the program in 
conjunction with the program’s Nike contract. 

He is also responsible for the daily scheduling and training of the 
program’s student-managers. McPhail, his wife, Beverly, and his 
daughter, Avonelle, currently reside in Memphis.

TOMMY PACELLO

Tommy Pacello (ECS 1996) serves as 
president of the Memphis Medical District 
Collaborative, which created the new Live 
Local 901 program.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 8, 9:30 a.m. at the Shelby Farms campus

Men of ECS
Tuesday, April 25, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. as Nick 
Crawford (ECS 2007) shares about his mission at 
A4ONE.

Legacy League - Summer Basketball
Contact Karen Jamison (kjamison@ecseagles.com) or 
John Roelofs (jroelofs@ecseagles.com) for more info.

Steve Collums Classic Golf Tournament
Monday, Sept. 25 at Windyke Country Club

2017 Homecoming Weekend - Save 

the Date!
Friday, Sept. 29 - 30 
More details coming soon.
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JORDAN CARPENTER

Jordan Carpenter (ECS 2005) lives in 
Chattanooga with his wife, Emily, and their 
two children, Eliza and Benson. He left active 
military duty in 2010 and now works as an 
attorney with Carr Allison, a civil defense 

litigation firm. His practice areas include premises liability, insurance, 
professional liability, environmental, and construction.

KATY O’CONNOR

Katy Berry O’Connor (ECS 2005) serves 
as Lead Coordinator for bone marrow 
transplants at St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 
She collaborates with the team of physicians 
to educate and prepare patients and families 

for bone marrow transplant and cellular therapies. She also meets 
with families to provide education on their prescribed chemotherapy 
and radiation regimens, the general bone marrow transplant process, 
and what to expect before, during, and after transplant. Katy and her 
husband, Patrick, reside in East Memphis.  

MALCOLM BROWN FUTHEY III

Malcolm Brown Futhey III’s (ECS 1995) 
practice focuses on business litigation, personal 
injury, entertainment law, and complex 
litigation. After graduating from Wake Forest 
School of Law in 2003, he practiced with 

two well-known firms before starting his own in 2013 in Memphis. 
Malcolm is married to Leigh-Taylor White who practices family law 
with Shea Moskovitz & McGhee.  They have two sons, Finley (5) 
andTaylor (2).

MIKE BOGAN

Mike Bogan (ECS 1983) currently resides in 
San Diego, CA with his wife, Rebecca, and 
two children. He serves as CEO of LandCare, 
one of the largest, most comprehensive 
providers of commercial landscaping services 

in North America.

NICOLA SHORTEN

Nicola Shorten (ECS 2012) graduated from 
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. She 
is currently working at the CNN World 
Headquarters in CNN Digital Research, 
analyzing consumer behavior on digital 

platforms, which include CNN.com, CNN’s social media (Facebook, 
Snapchat, Instagram, Line, Kik, et cetera), and other digital platforms 
like YouTube, FireTV, ROKU, Apple TV, Google AMP, and Apple 
News.



ECS Alumni Council
The ECS Alumni Council exists to develop and deepen on-going 
relationships with ECS alumni. The Council seeks to encourage 
alumni to stay connected to the ECS community, to be involved in 
and promote the events and programs of the school, to give ECS top 
consideration in choosing schools for their children, and to give back 
both financially and with their talents in a way that enriches the ECS 
experience for everyone.

If you would like to be involved with our Alumni Council, please 
contact John Roelofs (jroelofs@ecseagles.com) or Karen Jamison 
(kjamison@ecseagles.com). 

Evangelical Christian School
PO Box 1030 • 7600 Macon Road
Cordova, TN 38088

Follow Us: 

Kevin Weaver – 1978

Rob Jamison – 1979

Jamie Hill – 1983

Kathleen Campbell Kizer – 1989

Clay Scott – 1992

Britton Wilkins – 1992 
     (Vision 20/20 alumni liaison)

Gary Hinson – 1995

Stacey Williams White – 1998

Amy Edge Bingham – 1999

Nicole Lamberth Martin – 2001

Drace Tashie Tigert – 2003

Abby Hoekstra Spann – 2005

Kelly Morris Irvine – 2007

Kyle Cummins – 2007

Mary Taylor Spink Edwards – 2008

Terence Stringfellow – 2009

Daniel VanderSteeg – 2010

Chandler Gagnon – 2011

Anna Irvine Kaspar – 2011
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Sam Kelly 
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Cindy Garrison 
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Relations

Carolyn Montfort 
Alumni Relations

John Roelofs 
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Advancement Associate


