
Honors English 10 Summer Reading 2019 
 

Texts—Anthem, A Separate Peace, and The Same Kind of Different as Me 
 
Read and annotate all three selections. Be prepared to take a test on the selections within the 
first few days of school. In addition to reading and making thoughtful annotations, complete 
each of the following assignments. 
 
Title:  Anthem 
Author:  Ayn Rand 
ISBN:  9781979120913 
 
Assignment: Due the first day of class 
Paragraph response prompt. Write your response in a one subject composition book. 
Define “altruism.” Is this a Christian concept or not? Briefly explain your response. 
 
 
Title: Same Kind of Different as Me  
Authors: Ron Hall and Denver Moore  
ISBN: 9780849919107 
 
Assignment: Due the first day of class 
 
Respond to the following questions in your composition book. Respond to each question in 
complete sentences.  Respond briefly but thoroughly—in other words, your responses do not 
have to be paragraphs, but they should be more than one sentence and should reflect 
thoughtfulness and understanding. 
 
Questions come from the “Reader’s Guide” to Same Kind of Different as Me. 
 
On Prejudice— 
1. What are some modern examples pf prejudice? Other than racial prejudice, what other 
kinds of prejudice are common today? 
2. What are three things you can do to combat your personal prejudices? 
3. What does being prejudiced say about your personal self-esteem/self-worth? 
4. Read Micah 6:8. What does this verse say about the attitude we should have toward 
other people? 
 
On Homelessness— 
1. What is your initial reaction to encountering a homeless person or someone who is in 
serious financial or personal need? 
2. If you were in that situation, how would you want others to respond to you? 



3. Other than give money to social service agencies, what are three things you can do to 
provide ministry to the homeless people in your community? 
4. Jesus’ ministry was often focused on society’s outcasts.  Why did Jesus seek them out 
rather than socialize with the religious elite? With which crowd are you most likely to spend 
time—the outcasts in your community or the religious elite? Why? 
 
On Sickness and Suffering— 
1. Bad things happen to good people. What might God be trying to reveal about Himself 
through these types of situations? 
2. Recognizing our mortality puts life in perspective.  What are three things for which you 
want to be remembered? What are you doing to accomplish these goals today? 
3. Refresh your memory of the Book of Job.  Through all of his pain, Job remained faithful 
to God.  What can you do to cultivate that kind of faith in your everyday life? 
 
On Forgiveness— 
1. Is it harder to give or to receive forgiveness?  Why? 
2. Why is it so hard for us to grant unconditional forgiveness? How can your faith help you 
become a more forgiving person? 
3. What is the role of forgiveness in your personal life? In your spiritual life? 
4. The ultimate expression of forgiveness is found in God’s sacrifice of His Son. Because 
we have been forgiven, we should be forgiving.  How would this kind of forgiveness affect your 
relationships? 
 
On Faith— 
1. In chapter 44, Denver said, “Our limitation is God’s opportunity.” How has this statement 
been authenticated in your life? 
2. Throughout the book, Denver’s initial response to life’s challenges often was rooted in 
his simple faith in God.  Why is it so hard for society’s successful people to have this kind of 
faith?  What keeps you from having this kind of faith? 
3. With Deborah in critical condition, the object of ministry (Denver) became the source of 
ministry. Denver had been through a lot and was equipped to provide for Ron’s needs. Through 
what experiences has God Worked to equip you for ministry? How has God used you to meet 
the needs of others? 
4. Deborah extended the reach of her ministry by investing in the lives of others. How are 
you investing in the lives of others? 
5. The memorial service for Deborah was a celebration. How can such a somber occasion 
be celebrative? What does this say about the faith of the one who passed away? 
 
 
Title: A Separate Peace  
Author: John Knowles  
ISBN: 0743253973 
 



Assignment: Due the first day of class 
 
 Pick one and respond in a 1 page typed essay. 
 
 1. Prove the following statement: A Separate Peace is a good example of the coming-of-age 
genre. Be sure to describe Gene as a young man, what personal crisis he experiences, and the 
ways in which he has changed by the novel’s conclusion.  
 
2. A major theme in A Separate Peace involves the evil that exists in the world and in the 
human heart. Much of the story is concerned with Gene’s ordeal of making peace with this 
reality. Write an essay supporting this thesis. Be sure to explain how Knowles defines evil, how 
it relates to Gene and the world around him, and how Gene is able to finally accept its reality. 
Support your essay with examples from the text.  
 
3. Write a character sketch of Finny. Describe his personality, desires, fears, priorities, feelings 
for Gene, attitude toward the war, and how he deals with the transition from youth to adulthood.  
 
4. Discuss A Separate Peace as a psychological novel. Describe how the action of the story 
stems from Gene’s inner anxieties and motivations. Trace the development of his feelings of 
envy and resentment toward Finny, which culminate in the jouncing of the limb. How does 
Knowles take the reader inside Gene’s mind and illuminate his private thoughts? How does 
first-person narration help to accomplish this? 
 
 


