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Summer Reading 2019: Senior English 

 

Texts 

Huxley, Aldous. Brave New World. 1932. Harper Perennial, 2006. ISBN 978-0060850524 

Kreeft, Peter. The Best Things in Life. InterVarsity Press, 1984. ISBN 978-0877849223 

 

Introduction to Senior English 

Senior English is a survey of British literature from the late sixteenth century through the early 

twentieth century. Works of drama, fiction, and lyric are chosen at the instructor’s discretion 

with two guiding preferences: for canonical works or authors, and for entire works as opposed to 

excerpts or selections. Comprehensive coverage of ‘literary periods’ is not the goal, but rather 

the thorough study of individual literary works, especially their formal and determining 

elements. Assessment takes two forms: the recollection of specific details from a work (as 

evidence of the ability to carefully and reflectively read), and the composition of persuasive 

essays (as evidence of the ability to infer, judge, assert, organize, and argue). Texts are 

approached on their own terms, but with Christian assumptions. Course question: What makes 

for a happy human life? 

 

First Assignment. Seventy Questions on Brave New World 

Like most of the books in this course, we will tackle Brave New World in two ways: a slow-and-

steady digestion of each chapter, and a culminating reflection on the book as a whole. Your first 

written assignment for Senior English is of the former kind: after reading each chapter, answer 

the “reading questions” below (starting on page two). These questions encourage attentive and 

reflective reading, and also highlight the “important” parts of each chapter. I recommend reading 

one chapter and answering one set of questions per day: at this leisurely pace, you can finish in 

three weeks. Your answers—typed and printed—are due on the first day of class. 

 

Second Assignment. Twenty-four Questions on Kreeft, The Best Things in Life 

This book is composed of twelve short, humorous, and thought-provoking dialogues. Your 

second writing assignment is to answer two questions for each chapter: (1) Who are the speakers 

in this chapter, and what are they like? (2) What is Socrates’s main point in this chapter? As 

before, I recommend working on one chapter per day (this will take another two weeks). Typed 

and printed answers are due on the first day of class. 

 

Third Assignment. Synthesis Essay 

In 1000 words, answer the question “What would Socrates say?” to one major character in Brave 

New World. If Socrates suddenly dropped into the Brave New London and ran into someone like 

Bernard, Lenina, Helmholtz, John, or Mond, how would he start a conversation? Where would 

he drive it? Your answer should reveal careful attention to both books. Type and print the essay 

in MLA format; it is due on the first day of class. 

 

MLA: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html.  

  

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html
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Reading Questions for Brave New World 

 

General Instructions (for every chapter) 

A. As you read, make a list of every distinct character in the novel (named or titled, e.g. 

Lenina or the Director). Write down one specific and telling detail for each character, as 

an aid to memory. 

B. This novel is full of allusions to history and literature, often in capitalized words. 

Whenever you recognize one of Huxley’s allusions, write it down (noting the page 

number), along with the original source. 

C. At the end of each chapter, summarize the plot in one sentence. 

D. Before reading the next chapter, review your notes. 

E. Starting in Chapter Two, create a grid for the five ‘castes.’ You’ll need five columns: one 

each for Alpha, Beta, Delta, Gamma, and Epsilon. For the first three rows, use Uniform 

Color, Typical Career, and Characters. Fill in gaps and invent more rows as you read. 

 

Chapter 1.  

1. Consider the name of the facility. What is implied by such words as hatchery and 

conditioning? What kinds of animal do we usually speak of as “hatching”? What is 

being “hatched” in this building? 

2. Unusual words include viviparous, demijohn, and freemartin. Look them up. 

 

Chapter 2. 

3. Why are the students embarrassed by such words as parent, mother, and father? 

4. Look up the actual date of the first Model T automobile. Then use the dates in 

Chapters 1 and 2 (the so-called ‘Years of Our Ford’) to calculate the year in which the 

novel takes place, according to our (real, historical) timeline. Then look at the 

copyright page and compare the novel’s original year of publication. 

 

Chapter 3. 

5. Chapter 3 is the longest in the novel, shifting between three or four different scenes. 

Take it slowly enough to identify the speaker of each line of dialogue and follow the 

World Controller’s historical narrative. 

6. Identify three ‘topsy-turvy’ features of this ‘brave new world’: one about children, 

one about adults, and a third of your own choice. 

7. Unusual words to look up: discarnate, chypre, midden, and pneumatic. This final 

word is euphemistic in the novel; to understand, you need to know the word’s 

ordinary sense in mechanics, as well as its etymology. 

 

Chapter 4. 

8. Why is Bernard so uncomfortable in the elevator? 

9. One of the propaganda departments makes use of a new (imaginary) technology 

called “Feeling Pictures” or feelies: i.e., not motion pictures or movies. Keep your 

eyes open for this intriguing technological advancement as the novel progresses. 

10. What common feature has made friends out of Bernard Marx and Helmholtz Watson? 

11. Helmholtz articulates a dilemma at the end of Chapter 4. What subject (or medium) 

might he find more satisfying than hypnopaedic slogans and feely film scenarios? 
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Chapter 5. 

12. (Part 1) To understand the aesthetic and spiritual travesty of a “Westminster Abbey 

Cabaret,” look up a few images of “Westminster Abbey” online. Look inside the 

building as well as outside. 

13. (Part 2) In decorous language, attempt to describe the nature and value of the Singery 

ceremony. Does it work for Bernard? 

14. Why does Huxley end both Part 1 and Part 2 of this chapter with references to the 

“embryo storage” room? 

15. Unusual words to look up: crematorium, switchback, the phrase “little death,” 

turgescence, and solidarity. 

 

Chapter 6. 

16. (Part 1) What is Bernard trying to get Lenina to understand? First answer the question 

with a relevant quotation from Part I, then answer it in your own words. 

17. (Part 2) What surprising revelation is made by the Director? 

18. (Part 3) “Was and will make me ill; I take a gramme and only am.” Look at the three 

three verbs of being in this axiom: how are was and will different from am? 

19. (Part 3) What is so disturbing about the pilot’s remarks on the animal skeletons? 

20. Unusual words to look up: tonic, octoroon, fulminate. 

 

Chapter 7. 

21. Speculate a bit. Why are the Savages allowed to live, at all? Why not ignore or 

destroy them? What is their purpose in the Brave New World? 

22. What is the life expectancy in the Brave New World? 

23. Why do you suppose Huxley narrates the ritual in one long paragraph? 

24. The ritual, John explains, has a religious and sacrificial function. Compare it to the 

Community Sing attended by Bernard in Chapter 5. 

25. Why do you suppose Linda’s dialogue is given in one long paragraph? 

26. Unusual words to look up: obsidian, ophthalmia, goitre (or goiter), aseptic. 

 

Chapter 8. 

27. Why does John, even as a child, call his mother “Linda”? 

28. Why is Linda whipped by the native women? 

29. What does Linda find in John’s hair? (Cf. the woman with a goitre in Chapter 7.) 

30. Don’t forget to write down allusions to books you’ve read in high school English. 

31. Why does Bernard offer to bring John and Linda back? 

32. Unusual words to look up: backward (not the obvious sense) and borne. 

 

Chapter 9. 

33. “He opened the green suit-case; and all at once he was breathing Lenina’s perfume, 

filling his lungs with her essential being…. Touch of smooth skin against his face, 

scent in his nostrils of musky dust—her real presence.” What are the connotations of 

the phrases essential being and real presence? What does John think about Lenina? 

What does the author think about her? 
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34. What is your opinion of John by the end of this chapter? Judge carefully, 

remembering his upbringing as well as his actions, appetites, and hesitations in the 

rest-house. And compare his actions with Bernard’s in this chapter. 

 

Chapter 10. 

35. “It is better that one should suffer than that many should be corrupted,” says the D. H. 

C. to Henry Foster. What verse in the Gospels is being alluded to in this sentence? 

36. “Unorthodoxy of behavior” is an unusual phrase, but all it means is something like 

“anti-social” behavior, immorality, or unconventionality, i.e., the opposite of what is 

sometimes called orthopraxy. 

37. After the Director’s unanticipated and disgraceful reunion with Linda, is it likely 

Bernard will still be banished to Iceland? 

38. Unusual words to look up: dynamo and blithe. 

 

Chapter 11. 

39. Describe the different responses of the Brave New Londoners to the party of four 

recently returned from New Mexico: John, Linda, Bernard, and (near the end of the 

chapter) Lenina. 

40. Why isn’t John very impressed by the rocket? Why does he vomit after touring the 

factory? How has his reading in Shakespeare prepared him to respond to such 

technological marvels? 

41. Which three of the five senses are engaged by the feelies? 

42. Unusual words to look up: patchouli, carping, Dravidian, brachycephalic, aquiline, 

galvanic. 

 

Chapter 12. 

43. Who is the real-world parallel to the “Arch-Community-Songster”? Google “Arch” 

and “Canterbury” to find out, and recall Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. 

44. Even Helmholtz, who befriends John, laughs aloud at the pathos of Juliet’s lament to 

her mother. What does this suggest about the power (or weakness) of poetry in the 

face of Brave New Conditioning? 

45. Describe Lenina’s development in this chapter: what is happening to her? How is she 

changing? 

 

Chapter 13. 

46. “V. P.” stands for “Violent Passion.” Who pays a mortal consequence for Lenina’s 

distraction at work? (P.S. This is the exactly the sort of accident that the ‘Brave New 

World’ was designed to prevent.) 

47. The scene between John and Lenina in this chapter is full of Shakespearean material: 

some direct (references), some indirect (allusions). Trace two or three to the original 

source and context. 

48. How do John’s poetic quotations compare to Lenina’s? 

49. Locked with Lenina in the bathroom, we only get to overhear John’s half of the 

telephone call. Can you guess what news he receives? 
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Chapter 14. 

50. How old is Linda? 

51. What are eight-year old boys doing at the Park Lane Hospital for the Dying? 

52. Unusual words to look up: senility, flaccid, ordure. 

 

Chapter 15. 

53. Describe the changing significance of the words “O brave new world!” throughout 

the book, especially this chapter. 

54. John feels “an intense overpowering hatred of these less than human monsters.” Is he 

right to do so? Are they “less than human”? If we really had the technology to design 

human beings to our own liking, would they still count as human beings? Would they 

still be made in God’s image? Could the Lord Jesus’s death and resurrection still 

apply to them? 

55. List the “weapons” used by the policemen. 

56. Unusual words to look up: jaunty and carapace. 

 

Chapter 16. 

57. Bernard chooses the “most uncomfortable” chair in Mond’s room; why does 

Helmholtz “fall into” the very nicest chair? 

58. Why were Cyprus and Ireland good sites for testing new ideas about caste-

composition and social-regulation in the Brave New World? 

59. Unusual words to look up: scullion and beneficent. 

60. Places to look up: Marquesa Islands, Samoa, Falkland Islands. 

 

Chapter 17. 

61. Is Mond right? Has the Brave New World made religion and God “superfluous”? 

62. “One believes things because one has been conditioned to believe them,” Mond 

continues. Is this right? Even if it is not always true, might it be sometimes true? If so, 

when does it apply to you? 

63. “But I don’t want comfort. I want God, I want poetry, I want real danger, I want 

freedom, I want goodness. I want sin.” What about you? Would you prefer the Old 

World or the New World? Why? 

64. Unusual words to look up: neurasthenia. 

 

Chapter 18. 

65. Ordinarily a lighthouse serves boats and ships at sea. The “lighthouse” into which 

John moves was built to serve what kind of vehicle? 

66. Why does John whip himself? Recall life on the Savage Reservation. 

67. How many days does it take to produce the feely The Savage of Surrey? 

68. FYI a petit beurre is a kind of cookie. 

69. Who is the young woman in “green velveteen shorts, white shirt, and jockey cap” 

who steps out of the final helicopter? 

70. Unusual words to look up: lorry and turpitude. 


