
Summer Reading 2018: Senior English 
 
Most of next year’s readings in Senior English are selected from the British fiction, poetry, and drama of the 
last four hundred years. But we begin with Plato’s masterful dialogue the Symposium (4th century B.C.) and 
Fyodor Dostoevsky’s psychological thriller Crime and Punishment (1866). Both books combine philosophy 
and fiction to illuminate the nooks and crannies of the heart, and together they create a context in which we 
can ask, for the first time, the main question in our course: What is the chief desire of the human soul? 
 
Please purchase and read the translations specified below; if you have trouble finding Griffith’s Symposium, 
the nineteenth-century translation of Benjamin Jowett is in the public domain and freely available on the 
Internet. The writing assignments are due on the first day of class. Expect a test on the material in the first 
week. 
 
Dostoevsky, Fyodor. Crime and Punishment. Translated by Jessie Coulson, Norton, 1989. 
Plato. Symposium. Translated by Tom Griffith, U of California P, 1993. 
 
Plato 
As you read the seven speeches, take note of each speaker’s claim (or main point), his reasoning 
(argumentation or grounds), and one or two peculiarities or memorable parts of his speech. Observe too the 
character (personality) and career (vocation) of each speaker. Do not bother doing research on these matters, 
and above all do not read someone else’s summary of the dialogue. Trust Plato to provide you with the 
information you need to understand the flow of the conversation, and the overall thesis of the book. 
 
As you read the sixth and seventh speeches (Socrates and Alcibiades), watch especially for connections or 
allusions to earlier speeches, as well as major differences. Structure your notes with the tables on the 
following pages, or something like them; type them up and bring them to class. Finally, write a 600-word 
essay explaining Plato’s rationale for including Alcibiades, at all. Use standard MLA format for the 
manuscript. 
 
Dostoevsky 
After reading and digesting the novel, write a 1000-word essay answering the question, What is wrong with 
Raskolnikov? (Again, use MLA format.) 
 



Speaker 1: Phaedrus 

Claim.  

Reasoning.  

Memorable Moments (Drama) or Material (Passages).  

Character & Career.  

 



Speaker 2: Pausanias 

Claim.  

Reasoning.  

Memorable Moments (Drama) or Material (Passages).  

Character & Career.  

 



Speaker 3: Eryximachus 

Claim.  

Reasoning.  

Memorable Moments (Drama) or Material (Passages).  

Character & Career.  

 



Speaker 4: Aristophanes 

Claim.  

Reasoning.  

Memorable Moments (Drama) or Material (Passages).  

Character & Career.  

 



Speaker 5: Agathon 

Claim.  

Reasoning.  

Memorable Moments (Drama) or Material (Passages).  

Character & Career.  

 



Speaker 6: Socrates 

Claim.  

Reasoning.  

Memorable Moments (Drama) or Material (Passages).  

Character & Career.  

 



Speaker 7: Alcibiades 

Claim.  

Reasoning.  

Memorable Moments (Drama) or Material (Passages).  

Character & Career.  

 


