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Mythology 

 
English IX is a year-long intensive study of Classical Literature. From the archetypal, powerful 

Pentateuch to the epic, rhythmical Iliad, the truths of Ancient literature will be explored throughout the 
school year. As a precursor to understanding the foundation for these works of antiquity, a thorough 
understanding of Ancient Mythology is necessary.  More than just a simple explanation of the world, 
these myths open up insight into how the ancients viewed the world and man’s relationship to himself 
and the gods.  As readers, we are taken to a world where man interacted with the gods in the most 
unlikely of ways; a world where the greatest of all heroes undertook the most harrowing of all quests.  
Study of Ancient mythology is far from boring.   
 The summer reading assignment for English IX comes from Edith Hamilton’s Mythology.  
Students are to read Parts 1-3 in their entirety, and are also expected to print and complete the attached 
group of study notes.  Within the study notes, key names and words have been removed.  Students are 
expected to fill in the blanks of those names and words that are missing by reading the corresponding 
sections.  These study notes will be collected upon return to school during the first day of class. 
 
The Great Divorce 

 
What is really real? Is this planet all that is? Is heaven more real than earth? Who are you? These 

are some of the questions Lewis attempts to answer in The Great Divorce. This story describes a 
magical bus ride from a grey town to a place where raindrops are deadly. As you take this marvelous 
journey with Lewis, please consider the purpose of his images. What is the symbolism of each episode 
and of each character, and what is he suggesting about reality? 
 
In doing so, please continue your journal with the following information for each entry (minimum 10 
entries): 
 

1. Date of entry 
2. The pages read on that date 
3. The title of the chapter read 
4. The main characters in the selection read 
5. A brief summary of the selection  
6. One question about the selection 

 
Be prepared to submit your journals on the first day of class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Edith Hamilton Mythology Notes 
Part I: The Gods, The Creation, and the Earliest Heroes 

I. The Gods 
A. The Greeks didn’t believe that the gods created the universe, but that the ______________ created 

the _________________ .  _______________ and _______________ were the first parents. The 
_________________ were the first children of Heaven and Earth, and the ________________ were 
the children of the Titans. 

B. The Titans: 
1. Most important: _______________ (Saturn) – ruled all the Titans, until overthrown by his son, 

Zeus 
2. ________________ – river that encircled the Earth 
3. ________________ – Ocean’s wife 
4. ________________ – The Father of the Sun, Moon and the Dawn 
5. ________________ – Memory 
6. Themis – Justice 
7. ________________ – father of Atlas and Prometheus 

C. The Olympians 
1. Zeus (Jupiter) 

a. God of the __________, rain god, cloud gatherer …_____________________ was his 
weapon. 

b. Most powerful of all gods – collectively.  Though, he was not 
______________________ or omniscient.  He could be deceived, tricked.   

2. Hera (Juno) 
a. Zeus’ wife and ____________________ 
b. Protector of _____________________ and ____________________ women 

3. Poseidon (Neptune) 
a. Zeus’ ____________________ – second only to him 
b. God of the _________________ and Earthquake: “Storm” and “calm” were under his 

control. 
c. Gave the first _________________ to man 

4. Hades (Pluto) 
a. Zeus’ ________________________ (relationship) 
b. Ruler over the ____________________,  and god of Wealth (precious metals hidden in 

the earth) 
c. He was a terrible, but not _________________ god. 
d. His wife was _____________________ – a mortal woman that he carried to the 

underworld. 
e. He was king of the ___________________, but he was not Death (Thanatos) himself 

5. Athena (Minerva) 
a. Often called “Pallas Athena” 
b. Daughter of _________________ (His favorite child) – grew out of his 

__________________ – full grown and in full armor 
c. Athena is considered the Goddess of the __________________ and the protector of 

____________________ life. 
d. Often referred to as the embodiment of ________________, purity, and reason. 



6. Phoebus Apollo  
a. Son of _________________ and ___________________ 
b. Musician, Archer god, Healer god, god of ______________ … no darkness in Him, god 

of _______________ – never lies, Sun-god  
c. His oracle was at __________________  
d. He is considered the “most _________________ of all the gods” 

7. Artemis (Diana) 
a. Apollo’s __________________________ (relationship) 
b. Goddess of _____________________ things, Huntress, goddess of the Moon   

8. Aphrodite (Venus) 
a. The goddess of ______________ and _________________ 
b. Daughter of _______________ and __________________ 

9. Hermes (Mercury) 
a. Son of ____________________ and _________________ (daughter of Atlas) 
b. Winged _________________, ___________________, and magic wand (the Caduceus) 
c. Zeus’ _____________________ 
d. Most ___________________ and cunning of the Olympians, a Master Thief, God of 

Commerce, guide of the dead – led souls to the underworld 
10. Ares (Mars) 

a. God of ___________________ 
b. Son of Zeus and Hera – they both _____________________ him. 

11. Hephaestus (Vulcan and Mulciber) 
a. Son of  ____________________ and ____________________ 
b. Different from the other gods because he was ______________ and 

__________________ 
c. God of _________________________ – made armor for mortals, weapons 

d. Ironically (in the Odyssey) married to _____________________ 
12. Hestia (Vesta) 

a. Zeus’ ________________, a virgin goddess 
b. Goddess of the ____________________ – the home 

D. Lesser Known gods of Olympus 
1. Eros (Cupid) 

a. God of ___________________, often represented blindfolded because love is blind 
b. Son of __________________, mischievous  

2. Iris 
a. Goddess of the __________________, __________________ of the gods 

3. The Muses (9 of them) 
a. Daughters of ___________________ and Mnemosyne (Memory) 

E. Gods of the Waters 
1. Poseidon  

a. Lord of the Sea (Mediterranean) and underground rivers 
2. Ocean  

a. Lord of the River Ocean – a river that _____________________ the Earth 
b. River nymphs were their children, river gods were their sons 

3. Nereus – the Old Man of the Sea 



a. ________________ and ________________ god 
b. Had 50 daughters (nymphs of the sea – Nereids) one is _______________ (mother 

of Achilles) 
4. The Naiads – water __________________ that dwelt in brooks, springs and fountains 
 
 

F. Gods of the Underworld 
1. Hades 

a. Ruled the Underwold (______________ and _______________ are the two 
divisions of the underworld) 

b. Married to Persephone 
2. __________________ – ferries souls of the dead across the Acheron – river of woe 
3. Cerberus  

a. ____________- headed Dragon-tailed ________________ that keeps the gate 
b. Minos decides on each person’s sentence. 

4. Phlegethon (river of fire), Styx (river of unbreakable oath), Lethe (river of forgetfulness) 
5. The Erinyes (Furies) punish ________________________ in the underworld 
6. Sleep and Death 

G. Lesser Gods of Earth 
1. Earth (All Mother) 

a. _________________ (Ceres) – goddess of the corn 
b. _________________ (Bacchus) – Goddess of the vine 

 
II. The Two Great Gods of Earth 

A. _________________ and ________________ were the two most valued because the rest of the 
gods were not very useful due to their unpredictability.   

B. Festivals to them were primarily held at ____________________ time. 
C. The emotions of Demeter and Dionysus were linked to the __________________ (and bad 

weather / poor harvest) – and the farmers explained difficulties through speaking of the gods (50) 
D. The Story of Demeter 

1. Demeter lost her daughter, _________________, to the ________________, and Demeter let 
the world be covered with _______________.  Persephone was carried to the underworld by 
Hades … crying the whole way.   

2. Demeter left _____________________ disguised as an old woman – and was taken in by a 
group of young sisters. While with the girls, she nursed their younger brother (Demophoön) 
with ambrosia and lay him in the fire at night in hopes of raising him as an immortal.  

3. But Metaneira (the boy’s mother) offended Demeter, and Demeter revealed herself and said 
that the people of the town must build her a _________________.  The people did, and she 
came to sit there rather than on Mt. Olympus.  In that year, nothing grew.   

4. Zeus sent messengers to Demeter, but she said that she would not relent until she saw 
____________________.  Zeus sent Hermes to his brother, Hades to let Persephone go back to 
Demeter.  Hades let her go back but had her eat a _________________ seed, because he knew 
that, if she did so, she would return back to him. 

5. Persephone was returned to Demeter, but had to die each year and go to the underworld for 
_________________ months, and she would resurrect each __________________.   



 
E. The Story of Dionysus 

1. Dionysus was born in Thebes to ________________ and a Theban princess, Semele. 
2. He loved her so much that he promised to give her anything that she asked for.  She asked to 

see him in all his glory.  _________________ had put that wish into her heart.  He did do it, 
and it _________________ her.  But, Zeus preserved the baby before Hera could do anything 
about it.  

3. Dionysus went to the underworld to seek his mother.  He could not take her back to Earth, but 
he took her to __________________ where she was welcomed (though mortal) because she was 
a mother of a god. 

4. Dionysus came to _______________ to establish his ______________ there, followed by a 
bunch of overly-ecstatic women. The king of Thebes, ________________ did not welcome 
them – because they seemed so strange. He was going to imprison them all, but Teiresias 
warned him that Dionysus was a god. But Pantheus did not take the warning. 

5. When Dionysus escaped, he came back to Pantheus to explain to him that he was a god. But 
Pantheus _________________________ Dionysus; so he left.   

6. When Pantheus and some of his followers went after Dionysus and his followers, Dionysus 
caused Pantheus’ attendants to think that he was a _____________________.  So they attacked 
him and tore him limb from limb.   

7. On one hand, we see stories of Dionysus as the joy-god, but other places … brutal; but that is 
the case with wine … it does bring about _________________ … but also 
_____________________.   

8. Also, like Persephone, Dionysus _________________ each winter and was 
__________________ each spring … just as the vine is pruned back.  Dionysus also reminded 
the Greeks that death does not end _______________________.  It was a reminder of an 
afterlife.   
 

III. How the World and Mankind were Created. 
A. The only thing that first existed was _________________.  Chaos gave birth to 

________________ and Erebus (the furthest depths where death dwells).  
B. From Night and Death came ______________.  _______________ created Light and Day.  
C. The Creation of Earth 

1. It just happened, and Earth (Gaea) gave birth the Heaven (Uranus). 
2. The first children of Earth and Heaven were ___________________: 

a. Three of them had 100 hands and 50 heads each 
b. Three others were ________________ 
c. The others were the __________________ 
d. The Giants 

- Heaven hated the monstrous sons; he enslaved them in the depths of the earth, 
but let the _________________ and the _______________ go free. 

- ____________________ sprang up and wounded his father and became the 
ruler of the universe with his sister/wife Rhea 

- Cronus heard a prophecy that one of his children would ______________ him, 
so he started ________________ his children.  He swallowed 5 of them.  But 
Rhea disguised a stone wrapped in swaddling clothes, while she hid 



_______________ on Crete.  Cronus ended up throwing it and Zeus’ siblings 
up.  And Zeus and his siblings went to war against the other Titans and Cronus.   

- Zeus ended up winning in part because he released one of the 
____________________ and also had ____________________ (Iapetus’ son) 
on his side.  Zeus banished the rest of the Titans to _______________.  
Prometheus’ brother __________________ was cursed with having to bear the 
earth on his back.  

e. Earth also gave birth to _______________ – a flaming monster with a 100 heads.  But 
Zeus struck down the _________________ with his thunder and lightning. 

3. The earth was believed to be a __________________________ divided into two parts by the 
sea.  Around the Earth flowed the river Ocean 

4. The Creation of Man 
a. Some say the task was given to ____________________ and his brother Epimetheus.  

Epimetheus was ______________________, and gave all the best gifts to animals.  He 
had no protective covering, etc. to give to man, so he asked Prometheus for help. 
Prometheus made them in the form of the _________________ (upright) and gave 
them ____________.  

b. The other account is the 5 ages created by Zeus.  
- Golden Age 
- _____________ Age 
- Bronze Age 
- Age of ____________ (Demi-gods) 
- Iron Age 

1. Within this age is another story of Zeus deciding to destroy the 
wickedness of the people.  So, he decided to ______________the land.  

 
IV. The Earliest Heros 

A. Prometheus and Io 
1. When Prometheus was bound on Caucusus, he noticed a __________________ that had the 

voice of girl wandering around.  She was forced to wander around because Zeus had slept 
with her, and he hid her in the shape of a __________________. 

2. _________________ found out about it, so she had Argus watch over the cow with his 
hundred eyes.  Zeus could not get to Io.  So, he sent ________________ to kill Argus.  
Hermes had to keep telling him stories until all 100 of his eyes closed, and then Hermes 
killed Argus. 

3. Hera also sent a ________________ to pester Io and force her to wander the Earth.  
Prometheus promised Io that she would be tormented a little longer, but once she reached 
the _____________ river, she would be returned to her human form.  

B. Europa 
4. In a vision, the gods of two continents fought over Europa – one Asia, the other was nameless 
5. While Europa and her friends were out gathering _________________, Cupid shot Zeus 

with one of his ________________, and He fell in love with Europa. 
6. Zeus changed himself into the form of a ________________. He grazed up near Europa, and 

she touched him – causing him to make beautiful music. 



7. She jumped onto his back, and Zeus flew off over the sea to ________________. She bore 
two sons: ________________ and Rhadamanthus. 

C. Polyphemus 
8. Polyphemus is one of the _________________, and one of the only creatures born before 

the Titans, who was not killed by the Olympians 
9. They forge Zeus' __________________. They increased in numbers and became fierce and 

lawless, not fearing the Olympians 
10. Polyphemus was also in love with __________________ who wanted nothing to do with him 

– she pelted him with apples. 
11. She almost fell in love with him because of Poseidon’s influence, but she eventually fell in 

love with a prince, who __________________ killed in jealousy.  

D.  Narcissus 
       12. His ___________________ was incredible; he was the desire of every girl. 

13. Because of ________________ cruel wrath, _______________, a girl madly in love with 
Narcissus,       was cursed only to ________________ words spoken to her.  Narcissus scorned 
her, and she faded away into a ____________________. 
14. Narcissus fell in love with his own _________________, his beauty was so great.  As a result, 
he died, and a beautiful flower sprung up where his body lay. 

 
Part II: Stories of Love and Adventure 
 

A.   Cupid and Psyche 
1. There was a king with three daughters, but one surpassed the others in her 

_______________.  She was named _________________, and not even Venus could rival 
the mortal.  Psyche’s beauty earned _________________ throughout the land. 

2. Jealous of Psyche’s beauty, Venus sought to harm her, she sent __________________ to 
cause her to fall in love with a despicable creature, but her plan backfired as the God of Love 
fell in love himself. 

3. Concerned for her daughter, Psyche’s father sought ___________________ Oracle who 
grievously informed him that she must be left on a hill to be taken by a serpent husband. 

4. Psyche was taken by a _________________, a gentle wind, to a beautiful mansion where she 
was treated well by her husband, only she was never allowed to __________________ him. 

5. Psyche’s ________________, jealous of their sister, deceived her into thinking that her 
husband was a _________________ and that she must see him. 

6. As Psyche saw her husband at night, she realized it was not a monster, but a man.  She 
dropped hot ___________________ from her lamp onto his ____________________ 
which woke him. 

7. Psyche, feeling guilty over betraying her husband’s trust, sought atonement through tasks 
subjected to the cruel Venus.  Surviving the impossible, including filling a flask with water 
from the river ________________, Psyche was eventually admitted into 
___________________. 

 
 
 
 



B.   The Quest of the Golden Fleece 
1. The first hero to undertake a great __________________, even before Odysseus, was 

___________________.  High ____________________ was necessary to all adventures on 
sea, seemingly characteristic of all journeys of the hero. 

2. Phrixus, son of an evil king, was saved from sacrifice by a ___________________ with a 
golden fleece.  After arriving in the country of Colchis, King _________________ was kind 
to Phrixus and obtained the golden fleece of the ram. 

3. Jason, seeking the throne that was rightfully his, was sent on a quest to earn the throne by 
obtaining the _________________________.  Sailing with him on his quest were some of 
the greatest of heroes: ______________: greatest of all heroes, _____________: father of 
Achilles, and Orpheus, the greatest of all musicians. 

4. After a long and arduous journey, Jason and his men arrived in Aetes’ kingdom, location of 
the Golden Fleece.  Princess _________________ fell madly in love with Jason upon being 
struck by Cupid’s arrow. 

5. Jason’s trials in obtaining the fleece included taming flame-breathing _________________, 
sewing dragon’s teeth into the furrows created by the bull, and defeating an 
_________________ sprung from the dragon’s fleece.  He did all this thanks to the help of 
Medea.  Medea also helped with the stealing of the fleece, effectively betraying her father. 

6. Despite all the help from Medea, Jason refused to _______________ her.  She ended up 
killing his _________________ and two children. 

                       C. Four Great Adventures 
1.   Phaethon 

a. Phaethon, son of the _________________, journeyed to the _________________ 
of his father in order to validate his lineage. 

b. Ignoring his father’s warnings, Phaethon requested to __________________ the sun 
chariot, resulting in quick disaster. 

c. Phaethon’s wild ambition caused his death as he was struck down by Zeus’ 
_____________________. 

2.   Pegasus and Bellerophon 
a. Thanks to the help of _________________, Bellerophon was able to tame 

____________________, the winged horse. 
b. Bellerophon was able to survive many adventured with the help of Pegasus, including 

the killing of the monster ___________________, a part-serpent, part-goat, part-lion 
monster. 

c. Overcome by pride, Bellerophon tried to ride Pegasus to 
_________________________, but was thrown of the back of Pegasus. 

 
3.   Daedalus  

a. Daedalus was an _________________ who conceived of the famous 
_________________ of Crete. 

b. Trapped in his own labyrinth, Daedalus constructed ________________ for he and 
his son __________________.  Ignoring the warnings of his father, 
__________________ flew too closely to the sun, and dropped to his death from the 
melting of his wings.   

  



Part III: The Great Heroes Before the Trojan War 
 

A. Perseus 
1. Perseus was the son of _________________ and Danae.  ________________ had fallen in 

love with Danae while she was locked in an underground chamber.  He came to her in a 
golden _________________ because of her beauty. 

2. Banished from her original homeland, Danae was taken in by a kindly fisherman named 
__________________.  Dictys’ brother soon fell in love with Danae and desired to rid 
himself of Perseus.  He sent him on an impossible journey to retrieve the head of Gorgon 
monster named __________________. 

3. With the help of _________________ and _________________, Persues was equipped 
with a __________________ and a __________________ shield.  The Hyperboreans were 
also able to give him three gifts: winged ____________________, an invisible cap, and a 
magic wallet. 

4. The Gorgons were nasty creatures with ____________________ for hair and a stare that 
would turn any man into ____________________. 

5. Perseus was able to slay Medusa while she was sleeping, and escape with the head in the 
magic wallet. 

6. Perseus used Medusa’s head to turn the evil king into _________________, and everyone 
lived happily ever after. 

  

B. Theseus 
1. Theseus is regarded as the great ___________________ hero. 
2. Theseus proved himself as a boy by lifting a large _____________________ and claiming a 

sword his father had planted behind the stone. 
3. Theseus bravely volunteered to save Athens from the plague of King Minos of 

________________.  Every _______________ years, seven maiden and seven youths were 
sent to be devoured by the _________________, a monster housed within Daedalus’ 
labyrinth.  When the time came, Theseus volunteered himself as part of the sacrifice. 

4. As Theseus arrived in Crete, ________________, daughter of Minos, fell in love with 
Theseus.  Theseus defeated the Minotaur with his bare hands, and escaped the labyrinth by 
following a line of thread he had attached to the entrance. 

5. Theseus became the king of Athens upon his return and introduced 
____________________ as the new government.  He wanted all people to be involved in 
the government.   

 
C. Hercules 

1. The greatest hero of all Greece was Hercules.  His ________________ rivaled that of the 
gods; he was confident in all endeavors, but Hercules was not very _________________.  
He was not a thinking hero, but one of strong and powerful ___________________ which 
would sometimes get the best of him. 

2. Hercules was the son of Zeus and Alcmena.  Because of Hera’s jealousy, she tried to kill 
Hercules as a boy by sending ___________________ into his cradle,  Hercules strangled 
them both, proving his immense strength as a child. 



3. Hercules was well-educated growing up, but he liked best the subjects of fencing, 
______________, and driving.  When his emotions got the best of him, he committed acts 
of extreme violence, like the braining of his __________________ teacher over a failed lute 
lesson. 

4. Once, as a result of Hera’s jealousy, Hercules was thrown into a fit of passion.  In his heated 
moment, Hercules killed his _______________ Megara and their three _______________.  
When Hercules realized what he had done, he wanted to take his own life, but his cousin 
_________________ saved him from doing so.   

5. Seeking atonement for his guilt over killing his family, Hercules was put into the care of 
Eurystheus.  Eurystheus devised the famous __________________________: impossible 
tasks that were supposed to relieve Hercules of his guilty conscience.  Some of the more 
famous labors included the killing of the ______________-headed Hydra, the cleaning of 
the _______________ stables, and the retrieval of _________________, the three-headed 
dog, from the underworld.  Despite the completion of the twelve labors, Hercules never 
found ____________________. 

6. The most quintessential story of Hercules’ character can be seen in his encounter with his 
friend Ademetus.  Feeling bad over making a fool of himself, Hercules retrieved Ademetus’ 
dead __________________ from the underworld in order to make up for his violation of 
Ademetus’ hospitality. 

7. After Hercules’ death, he was taken to ___________________ where he was reconciled to 
___________________ and married Hebe. 

 
 
 

 
D. Atalanta 

1. Atalanta’s story is rare considering she is a ________________ heroine. 
2. Atalanta proved herself during the famous ___________________ Boar hunt.  She did not 

kill the boar, but wounded it.  Because of this, she shared the _________________ of the 
hunt with Meleagar, a man who loved her.   

3. One of Atalanta’s claims to fame was defeating _______________, father of Achilles, in a 
__________________ match. 

4. Atalanta never wanted to marry, so she declared that whoever could beat het in a 
___________________ would be her husband.  For a while, no one did, until Aphrodite 
gave three _______________ apples to a man who used them to distract Atalanta during the 
race.  The two were then wed against Atalanta’s desire. 
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