
Summer Reading 2018: Advanced Placement English 12 

  

Most of the next year’s readings in A.P. Literature and Composition are selected from the British fiction, 

poetry, and drama of the last four hundred years. But we begin with St Augustine’s autobiographical 

Confessions (ca. 397) and Fyodor Dostoevsky’s novel Crime and Punishment (1866). The authors belong to 

different and sometimes antagonistic Christian traditions, and their books are temperamentally, tonally, and 

even philosophically dissimilar. Nevertheless, they both provide clear insight into the human predicament, 

and open up the major question in our course, which concerns the deepest or uttermost desires of the 

heart.  

  

Please purchase and read the translations specified below. The three writing assignments are due on the first 

day of class. You can expect a test on the material in the first week.  

  

Augustine. Confessions. Translated by Henry Chadwick, Oxford UP, 1998.  

Dostoevsky, Fyodor. Crime and Punishment. Translated by Jennie Colson, Norton, 1989.  

  

Augustine  

In the first paragraph of the book, Augustine famously prays, “our hearts are restless until they rest in You.” 

As you read the Confessions, take notes on the variety of objects and persons in which Augustine sought 

satisfaction prior to his conversion. Then compose a 1000-word essay answering the question, What does eros 

(erotic love) have to do with caritas (charity) in Augustine’s autobiography? Read the entire book carefully, but 

the essay will probably draw most heavily on the first nine or ten chapters. Use standard MLA format for 

the manuscript.  

  

Dostoevsky  

After reading and digesting the novel, compose a thoughtful 1000-word response to the following A.P. 

prompt: “Critic Roland Barthes has said, ‘Literature is the question minus the answer.’ Considering 

Barthes’s observation, write an essay in which you analyze a central question Crime and Punishment raises and 

the extent to which it offers any answers. Avoid mere plot summary.  

  

Literary Terminology  

On a separate page, locate and type up definitions and examples for each of the following terms. I have 

provided one example. Include your source(s) at the end in a “Works Cited” list in standard MLA format.  

  

Alliteration. Repetition of an initial consonant 

sound in adjacent or nearby words. “A gentle 

knight was pricking on the plain…” Edmund  

Spenser, The Faerie Queene, Book I.  

Allusion  

Apposition  

Apostrophe  

Assonance  

Chiasmus  

Diction  

Enjambed and end-stopped lines  

Feminine rhyme and slant rhyme  

Hyperbole  

Meters: Iamb, Anapest, Trochee, and Dactyl   

Imagery  

Irony: Verbal, Dramatic, Situational, and 

Cosmic  

Litotes  

Metaphor  

Metonymy  

Paradox  



Pentameter and tetrameter  

Point of View: Participant, Nonparticipant, 

Editorial, Objective, and Omniscient  

Simile  

Synecdoche  

Tone  


