
Standard 8th grade Literature Summer Reading 

1. The Prodigal God by Tim Keller. 

2. No Better Friend: Young Readers Edition: A Man, a Dog, and Their Incredible 

True Story of Friendship and Survival in World War II by Robert Weintraub 

(make sure you get the Young Readers Edition) 

3. A nonfiction book of your choice. 

 

I have selected 3 books for 8th grade summer reading.  As you read them, I encourage 

you to highlight important or meaningful passages.  I also encourage you to take 

notes/ask questions/write comments in the margins as this will enhance your 

understanding and enjoyment of the book.  This practice of annotation will also help 

you as we discuss the books and have tests over your summer reading texts.  

The first book is The Prodigal God by Tim Keller. This is a wonderful and enlightening 

retelling of the parable of the prodigal son. We will use this book in the first weeks of 

school, so be sure to bring it with you the first day. We will also refer to this book often 

as it relates to other texts we will study. 

The second book is No Better Friend: Young Readers Edition: A Man, a Dog, and Their 

Incredible True Story of Friendship and Survival in World War II by Robert Weintraub. Be 

sure to get the young readers edition! Not only will you enjoy this remarkable true 

story, but you will also gain valuable insight into World War II which will greatly 

enhance our study of The Diary of Anne Frank and other stories and poems we will study 

throughout the school year. 

The third book is a book that you choose.  I would like for you to browse the shelves of 

your neighborhood public library or bookstore and choose a nonfiction book that 

personally interests you. Ideally, I would like for you to select a book that you could be 

excited to read.  Think about what you enjoy – animals, space, music, travel, electronic 

devices, history, missions, fashion, sports, organization, art, drama, cooking, gardening, 

cars (and the list could go on and on) – and select your book.  Make sure it is a book that 

is appropriate for your age (not from the children’s section), and be prepared to write 

about it the first week of school.  Please take a picture of the book to accompany your 

writing.  (Also, please note the number of pages; I will ask you to write that in your 

assignment.) 

Happy summer and happy reading! 


