
SUMMER READING 

     8th GRADE CLASSICAL  LITERATURE 

 

Read and annotate your summer reading texts. Students develop their own annotation style. 

Things to keep in mind as you begin to develop your own style is to underline passages you find 

important and make a brief note in the margin to explain why that passage is important. You 

might put a star next to an important statement or draw a smiley face next to a humorous 

passage. You might ask the author or character(s) questions in the margins. Think of 

annotations as a way for you to interact with the text. You may not have annotations on every 

page, but a comment or question along with an underlined passage every three pages is a 

minimum general guideline.. 

 

Texts: 

1. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor 

2. The Seeing Stone by Kevin Crossley-Holland 

 

There will be an assessment given for both books at the beginning of the new school year. 

 

Writing Assignments: 

For each book, in one small spiral notebook or composition book: 

● write a short summary of each chapter (2 - 3 sentences) 

● define new vocabulary words in a “Vocabulary Log” section of your journal 

● choose two quotations from each book that seem important to you and explain 

why 

● circle names of characters in your book and describe them in your journal 

● visualize what you are reading as you go through each book 

 

NOTE: You may use the same notebook for both books, but they should be distinctly divided or 

separated. 

 

These are the two required reading selections but please read more than two. Read often and 

keep a list of all you read. Make it a goal to read a minimum of 20 minutes per day. Researchers 

have determined that 20 minutes of sustained daily reading improves reading comprehension. 

Bring your reading response journals to class the first day of school. Enjoy reading! 

 

Email Mrs. Ammons at mammons@ecseagles.com with any questions. 
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