
7th Honors Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Book 1: The Giver 
Directions: Read, Respond, Research 
 

1. Read: Actively read! Your book should have annotations in it, marking significant words, confusions, interests, 
etc.. Bring it the first day of school to show me how you read.  

 

Make sure to always have a pen/cil in hand while reading. Annotation is a personal style, so you will develop 
your own way of doing it, but consider the following:  

  
Underline important terms 
Circle definitions and meanings 
*/ signal to yourself any key/ major/ significant points 
Write character names in margin/to the side of  first descriptions you see of characters 
? In margin anything unclear 
If any list given, number off items in margin 
+ or – positive and/or negative emotions around plot events and characters 
 

2. Respond:  Choose 1 of the prompts below to write a paragraph response. The paragraph needs a strong topic 
sentence, good evidence from the text and a final concluding sentence to connect the material and influence the 
audience. It should be no shorter than 5 sentences. 

 

Prompt Options:  
A. Families are organized and structured according to the leaders of the community in The Giver. Each family 

has two parents, a son and a daughter. Consider the societal ramifications of formatting families in such a 
manner. What do you believe would change in our society if this were the demand of leaders? Are families 
the foundation of a society? Defend your answer.  

 
B. In the community created in The Giver, competition has been eradicated in favor of everyone working 

together without conflict. Is this possible? Is this desirable? What could be some benefits of this? What 
could be some problems?  

 
C. The Giver’s society has an orderly yet potentially unethical method of treating the elderly amongst them. 

How do you see your own culture treat the elderly? What would you like to change about that treatment, if 
anything?  

 
D. Criticism on the book usually centers around the ambiguous ending of the story. Most settle on one of two 

endings to the story— Jonas focusing on a Christmas memory while in the snow or a literal fresh start with 
new people waiting on him. What evidence supports each interpretation? Which interpretation do you most 
accept and why?  

 
3. Research: Groups still exist in the US that actively seek to remain outside and untouched by our society and 

culture. Examples are the Amish, the Mennonites, some Native American tribes and the Hasidic Jewish 
community. Select one and research the group of people, writing notecards according to the directions below. 
Make sure to include the sources of your research* (author, title of work, web address if electronic). Cards 
should be punched and connected with a ring clip. These will be used for a more detailed project assigned in the 
beginning of school, so do your best work now to help you then!   
 
Notecard 1: Name your group, their member make-up, and their location in America.  
Notecard 2: Name their main beliefs.  
Notecard 3: Explain a typical day in the life of a group member.  
Notecard 4: Explain any significant events in the group’s history. 
Notecard 5: How and why do the members of this group choose to remain separated from our society?  



 
*Using credible sources is KEY to good presentations. This website can help you evaluate the research source 
you will be using for this project. Anyone can publish information—true or false—on the internet, and most 
online documents do not have editors or fact-checkers; you must be your own fact-checker! While it’s not a 
hard, fast rule, try to find sources with authors published on academically-credible websites (unlike Wikipedia, 
Schmoop, ENotes, etc.). Look for domains using .edu, .gov and sometimes .org as a helpful, quick evaluation 
tool. ALWAYS Stay Safe on the Internet.  
 
For more assistance, see:  
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/conducting_research/evaluating_sources_of_information/i
ndex.html 

 
 

Book 2: Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
Directions: Read, Respond, Interview 
 
1.Read: (Pre-Reading and Active Reading Info) 
  

1. Pre-Reading: Make a list of characteristics, assumptions, stereotypes you have/ society has about Vietnam.  
2. During or Post Reading: Answer the following 2 questions in 2-3 sentences each: What about this culture 

interests you? What did you find hard to believe or vastly different from your own country?  
 

Actively read! Your book should have annotations in it, marking significant words, confusions, interests, etc.. 
Bring it the first day of school to show me how you read. (See above for notes on annotations) 

 
2. Interview Assignment: The author, Thanhha Lai, gives her desire that, “after you finish this book that you sit close to 
someone you love and implore that person to tell and tell and tell their story” (p.262). Pick an older family member, 
neighbor or friend and interview him/her about what life was like for him/her during the Vietnam War or another 
conflict that has had a deep impact on his/her life. Submit your questions and their responses in an interview-formatted 
paper (hand-written or typed), making sure to introduce the speaker and indicate when speakers alternate. An example 
is attached.  
 
The following is a transcript of an interview between Mrs. Fratesi and Mrs. Ammons, given on May 6, 2019 for the purpose of 
explaining the formatting of an Interview writing assignment. Both women teach at Evangelical Christian School, where Mrs. 
Ammons is the head of the English Department.  
 
(For the Margin: For the Main Space on Paper:) 
Mrs. Fratesi: It is no small task to sacrifice time for those around you, especially in today’s culture of busy lives. I truly appreciate you taking 

time to talk with me today. 
 
Mrs. Ammons: Absolutely! I am happy to help!   
 
Mrs. Fratesi: Will you please tell us a little bit about yourself? 
 
Mrs. Ammons: Sure! I am happily married to a wonderful man, and I get to be the proud mom of two kids, Megan and Micah. I teach 10th 

grade English and lead the whole department of English at ECS, overseeing our curriculum from Kindergarten all the way 
through 12th grade. I also graduated from ECS, so this school has  been a big part of my life.  

 
Mrs. Fratesi: What a life of service to this school you’ve had! Thank you for that! I know that service takes a lot of sacrifice, which leads me 

to think about others who have sacrificed on my behalf. Has there been a really good example in your own life of someone 
sacrificing on your behalf?  

 ————————————————————————————————————————————— 
*Notice* 

—The first piece of information given is a short explanation of the interview. You must do the same. 
—The names alternate between normal formatting and italicized formatting to show the speaker changes. 
— Also, the interviewer (Mrs. Fratesi in this case) acknowledges the information given before just asking the question. This keeps the interview more on a 
conversational flow (as opposed to question/answer/repeat pattern).  
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