
Advanced Placement English Summer Reading 2017 

This summer, you will be reading Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyesvsky, The Man Who Was 

Thursday by G.K. Chesterton (please use the Modern Library Classics edition), and the web-linked 

excerpts from City of God by Augustine (http://personal2.stthomas.edu/gwschlabach/docs/city.htm).  

The following assignments are due the first day of class, and you may expect objective exams over the 

material read.  Enjoy! 

Crime and Punishment: 

After carefully reading the novel, please create a thoughtful, typed essay in response to the following 

A.P. Prompt: 

Critic Roland Barthes has said, “Literature is the question minus the answer.”  Considering Barthes’ 

observation, write an essay in which you analyze a central question Crime and Punishment raises and 

the extent to which it offers any answers.  Avoid mere plot summary. 

The Man Who Was Thursday: 

Please be advised that Thursday is difficult to understand until you have read the last seven pages.  Do 

not read the last seven pages until you have read the first 114!    As you read, analyze, on a large index 

card, each of the “seven” days.  In addition to your analytical notes, include one quotation that best 

supports your analysis for each character. 

City of God: 

Please provide an in-depth synopsis of the excerpts, highlighting the vastness of thought Augustine 

conveys. 

Literary Terminology: 

Please define and type the terms listed on the attached page.  In addition to your definitions, include an 

example of each term from poetry or prose of accepted literary merit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://personal2.stthomas.edu/gwschlabach/docs/city.htm


A.P. Literary Terminology 

 

Example:  Alliteration:  the repetition of an initial consonant sound in closely positioned words; “And in 

the pretty pool the pike stalks/He stalks his prey…”  S. Smith 

Allusion 

Anaphora 

Anastrophe 

Apposition 

Aposiopesis 

Apostrophe 

Assonance 

Asyndeton 

Chiasmus 

Consonance 

Diction 

Enjambment 

Feminine rhyme 

Foil 

Hyperbole 

Iambic pentameter 

Iambic tetrameter 

Imagery 

Irony:  verbal, situational, dramatic 

Isocolon 

Litotes 

Metonomy 



Mood  

Paradox 

Polysyndeton 

Slant rhyme 

Synecdoche 

Tone 

Trochee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


